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ELECTION REFORM 
PROBLEM 
New York State has some of the lowest voter turnout rates in the country.  Recent proposals seek 
to boost voter turnout, but will substantially increase county costs for managing elections. 
 
The proposals include opening polls 12 days prior to special, primary, and general elections for 
early voting and allowing same-day registration for voting in these elections. While research 
shows that these initiatives could help improve voter turnout, which counties support, there is 
no additional funding provided to help counties meet new early voting requirements.  
 

COST OF EARLY VOTING 
These proposals will increase local election costs for the coming year by an estimated $3-$4 
million, according to the State Division of Budget’s recent analysis. These costs stem from the 
necessary additional oversight, printing, staffing, and maintenance of polling stations for early 
voting. 
 
As it stands, this cost will fall to already financially burdened local governments and taxpayers, 
as county boards of elections have the responsibility to manage election operations.  
 
This cost is exacerbated by the need for two primary elections in New York in 2018, as current 
election law mandates that the federal primary cannot be held on the same day as the State and 
local primaries. The expense of the proposed changes can be lessened by allowing the federal 
and state primaries to be held on the same day, which the State Legislature has the power to 
permit under Election Law Section 8-100.  
 
 

COUNTY SOLUTION 
NYSAC encourages amending Election Law to allow federal and state primaries to be held on the 
same day. In the event that the Governor and the State Legislature do not support this 
amendment, the State should absorb the costs of the State primary election.  
 
Furthermore, NYSAC calls on the State to provide funding to fully cover the cost of the proposed 
changes related to early voting.  
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